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EDUCATION The Black and Hispanic population in Wichita are the only two major racial or ethnic groups in Wichita to 
have less than 15% of their population over 25 with a bachelor’s degree. State of Black Business in Wichita report by 
Dell Gines of the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City using Census data (2007-2012)

EARNINGS

HOMEOWNERSHIP

BUSINESS OWNERSHIP

The net worth of white families is considerably greater than 
that of black or Hispanic families, and the gulf that separates 
them has changed little over the last 25 years. Contributing 
factors include: Life-cycle dynamics, educational attainment, 
inheritances, and portfolio composition—particularly 
residential real estate. - https://www.federalreserve.gov/econresdata/
feds/2015/files/2015076pap.pdf

Beyond the legacy of slavery and the Jim Crow era, just 2% 
of the heavily subsidized mortgages made available by the 
Federal Housing Administration in the 30 years following the 
Great Depression went to non-white households. Homes are 
the biggest asset most middle-class families own, so this 
sort of federally-sanctioned discrimination created a huge, 
intergenerational disadvantage for the black and Latino 
families left out. - Commentary, http://fortune.com/2017/09/19/racial-
inequality-wealth-gap-america/

HISTORICAL CONTEXT CONTEMPORARY CONTEXT

The Black unemployment rate in Wichita is nearly double the city average per 2015 unemployment rates 
by race/ethnicity - State of Black Business in Wichita

The Black median income rate is lowest among all racial and ethnic groups in Wichita and is approximately one half or more less 
than Whites, American Indians and Asians.  - State of Black Business in Wichita

Nationally, between 2007 and 2013 the wealth gap rose sharply. By 2013, the average wealth of white families was seven times 
greater than that of black families and six times greater than that of Hispanic families. - https://www.federalreserve.gov/econresdata/feds/2015/
files/2015076pap.pdf

Wichita Black businesses have roughly 17 times fewer sales than White business, 11 times 
fewer sales than American Indian businesses, 3.7 times fewer sales that Asian businesses

Black and Hispanic business owners are denied [in the bank lending markets] more often because they have less start-up capital, less 
human capital, lower credit scores, no or low collateral, etc. So we know that Black- and Hispanic-owned firms are denied more often, 
charged a higher interest rate and more discouraged to apply for a loan. Although some may argue that it is rational for banks to deny 
less productive, more risky, and less credit-worthy customers, we still find overwhelming evidences of higher loan denial rates and higher 
interest rates charged for Black- and Hispanic-owned firms even after controlling observable and relevant variables. http://www.kauffman.
org/microsites/state-of-the-field/topics/background-of-entrepreneurs/demographics/race

In 2006, black and Hispanic borrowers tended to have much lower scores than white borrowers. For instance, while 
almost 45 percent of black borrowers in 2006 were in the bottom three credit score categories, just 15 percent of white

Only one out of every three Black households is owned as opposed to rented in Wichita. The Black 
homeownership rate is 30% lower than Whites and Asians and is the only rate lower than 40% among

Wichita Black businesses have a much smaller impact than their population percentage. They employ less than 1% of all 
employees and have less than 1% of all business sales while composing 11% of the total population of Wichita.  - State of Black 
Business in Wichita
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major racial and ethnic groups. - State of Black Business in Wichita

and 2.5 times fewer sales than Hispanic business.  - State of Black Business in Wichita

borrowers were in these three tiers. As such, if lenders became more reluctant to lend to low-score individuals, it would disproportionately 
affect access to credit for minorities. - https://www.federalreserve.gov/econresdata/notes/feds-notes/2016/credit-availability-and-the-decline-in-
mortgage-lending-to-minorities-after-the-housing-boom-20160929.html


